CHAPTER XXXVI

THE CIVIL WAR AND THE REORGANISATION

A. T). 1708 TO 1714

SHAHU should at once have followed up his victory by
attacking Panhala, the seat of Tarabai's government But
he passed the monsoon of 1708 at Chandan Wandan trying
to increase his forces. Among those to whom he appealed
for arms and men was Sir Nicholas Waite, the Governor
of Bombay, who politely regretted his inability to help him.
The king did not again take the field until October 1708
after celebrating the Dasara festival, He first took Vasantgad
and next led his troops against Panhala. Tarabai fled
from th at^f or tress to Rangna. Shahu invested Panhala
and besieged it with vigour. In spite of its great strength
he soon forced the commandant to come to terms. The
latter offered to join Shahu's cause, if retained as the
governor of the fortress. Shahu accepted the offer and
early in 1709 moved against Viwhalgad. The commandant
surrendered it on the same terms that the Panhala com-
mandant had done. The mighty stronghold of Rangna still
remained in Tarabai's possession. In it were Ramchandra
Nilkanth, Tarabai, her son and stepson Shiva ji and Sambhaji.
Ramchandra's first care was to send the royal party by
a secret path to Malwan, which had once been Shivajfs
naval base. He himself stayed and defended the fort with
resource and resolution. Nevertheless he was soon reduced
to the greatest straits. Had the siege been begun earlier
Rangna must have fallen. Shahu himsolf directed the
operations and nearly lost his life in doing so. One day
as he inspected the works of the besieging army, his horse